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21 June 2021

MEDIA STATEMENT: STRINGENT COVID-19 MEASURES FOR THE NEXT 14 DAYS TO
COMBAT SHARP INCREASE IN CASE NUMBERS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COVID-19 case numbers have escalated from less than 10 cases 7 days ago to 139 positive
cases foday, 21 June 2021. Five additional deaths have been recorded. Primary hotspots
have been identified as Suurbraak and Buffeljagsrivier, while Swellendam currently has 34
posifive cases.

The Swellendam Joint Operations Centre Disaster Management recommends the
implementation of the following measures immediately:

All functions/church services/Bible Study/Parties/Use of public facilities for internal gatherings
are prohibited for the next 14 days. This includes night vigils, after tears and after cremation
activities.

External Gatherings; the following gatherings are exempted (with no more than 100 persons)

a. Funeral services allow for the attendance of 50 persons or less for no more than 2 hours

b. Services within built structures are restricted to 50% of the facility’s capacity at a
maximum of 50 persons. Insofar as possible services should not take place where
possible.

c. Confirmation of funeral services must be reported to the Department of Community
Services to ensure no congregation of multiple burials at the same time and date.

d. Outdoor activities of no more than 100 persons are allowed under strict adherence to
the protocols. Failure to comply with the protocols and hours of operation will result in
the permit being revoked. As far as possible functions should be postponed or
cancelled.

e. The following markets are allowed to operate with a maximum of 100 persons (including
traders and staff at any one point)

i. Swellendam Under the Oaks Market
ii. Swellendam Under the Palms Market
iii. Open air markets are approved but advised to not trade for the next 14 days

Swellendam Caravan Park and Chalets

a. Thisis the only provincially accredited isolation facility in the Swellendam region. Access
to the facility is only upon instruction of the Department of Health i.e. Dr. Jacques du Toit
or his nominee.



b. Persons or members of the community may not present themselves for admission.
Schools

High Schools and Primary schools within Suurbraak and Buffeljagsrivier are encouraged to be
extremely cautious and to screen all students thoroughly. All students presenting with
symptoms are required to be reported to the Department of Health and Education urgently
and advised to isolate at home.

a. All students from Buffeljagsrivier and Suurbraak who commute to Swellendam Schools
are required to present themselves for screening and to indicate whether or not they are
from infected households. Students from families who work at Thornlands and
Buffeljagsrivier packing warehouses are encouraged to stay home for the next seven
days as these are considered high risk persons unless they are able to demonstrate that
they can isolate and are not in contact with infected persons.

Public Sanitation

a. Overberg District Municipality will be doing the sanitization of public spaces in affected
areas.

b. Sanitization will also take place in various other public areas and congregation poinfts.
Law enforcement, Traffic Management and SAPS

a. Suurbraak and Buffeljagsrivier will have controlled access implemented at entry ways
jointly with Swellendam SAPS, Western Cape Provincial Traffic Services and Swellendam
Municipality Law enforcement and Traffic Services.

Donations and Support

Community Action Partnership (CAP) in conjunction with Swellendam Joint Operations
Centre Disaster Management will coordinate all relief efforts in order to avoid duplication
and to limit access to affected areas. Members of the public are advised to make donations
to CAP who will coordinate the necessary support and ensure that indigent and selected
households are able to receive the support required.

NB! The Department of Health has not received a vaccine allocation for this week and
therefore no vaccination drives will take place throughout the municipal district. However,
due to the sharp increase in COVID-19 positive cases increased screening and testing will
take place. Updates regarding vaccination of senior residents will follow later this week.

We are deeply appreciative of all who wish to assist. Please assist by working with the
Swellendam Joint Operations Centre Disaster Management coordination team.

All municipal services in all fowns will continue as normal.
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