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07 April 2021

MEDIA STATEMENT: SWELLENDAM MUNICIPALITY HANDS OVER 44 HOUSES IN 1 WEEK

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The result of a housing initiative and programme launched in Smitsville in July 2019 and in
partnership with the Western Cape Government’s Department of Human Setftlements,
Swellendam Municipality proudly handed over 32 housing units to various beneficiaries on
Wednesday, 31 March 2021.

Additionally, the municipality has scheduled a hand-over of 12 housing units for Friday, 02 April
2021, bringing the total amount of housing units handed over in the space of seven days to 44
housing units, a major feat for a rural municipality with a population size of just over 40 000
people.

Initially, an application for assistance was made to Western Cape Government's Department
of Human Settlements for 87 units, but this figure changed to 82 units shortly thereafter due to
the amount of land available for housing in Smitsville. Acknowledging affordable housing as a
contributing and uplifting factor to socio-economic challenges is a fundamental the
municipality consistently and continually reiterates.

The Smitsville housing programme forms one of three housing programmes scheduled as part
of the Municipality’s Infegrated Development Plan over the last three financial years (208/19,
2019/20, 2020/21). Housing programmes are projects which cannot be done in isolation and
municipalities such as Swellendam Municipality rely heavily on other sources of funding fo aid
these programmes coming to completion.

The municipality looks forward to handing over the remaining 38 housing units by 30 April 2021
when the Smitsville housing programme comes to completion. In attendance at the hand-
over on Friday, 09 April 2021, is Minister of Human Seftlements, Western Cape Government;
Tertuis Simmers, Swellendam Municipality’s Executive Mayor; Nicholas Myburgh, Deputy
Mayor; Michael Pokwas, Councillor F. du Rand and Municipal Manager, Anton Groenewald.
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