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6th Clean Audit for 2020-2021

Milestones

Barrydale Roads and 
Stormwater Upgrade

Municipal Manager Anton 
Groenewald says Goodbye 

Railton Housing Project

Dear Residents,

As we near the end of our financial year at the 
Municipality, it is time to reflect on the last quarter of 
the 2021/2022 financial year. In the March newsletter, 
I announced that we obtained our 6th Clean Audit 
for the last financial year and we are very optimistic 
that we will repeat the accomplishment in this 
current financial year. We pride ourselves on good 
governance, compliance management, accountability 
and transparency.

The municipality’s milestones for the last quarter 
have included the Council approving the budget 
and IDP for the 2022/23 financial year. 

The Fifth-Generation IDP will stimulate much-needed 
upgrading and investment in infrastructure, unlock 
economic opportunities to grow our tax base and 
enhance all aspects of service delivery. I want to thank 
all residents who participated in the IDP process 
and provided all the valuable inputs in creating this 
dynamic and transparent document that will guide 
Council and reinforce accountability.

All ward committees have been established, and 
training has commenced ensuring all committee 
members are now equipped to serve their 
communities. All ward committee and Council info 
is available in the Municipal Governance section of 
the municipality’s website; www.swellendam.gov.za.

We proudly opened the new Swellendam Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu Library in Station Street. The 
library offers improved services and resources to 
municipal residents. The new library also hosts a 
small photographic display of the Archbishops’ visit 
to Swellendam in 2013, which is available for public 
viewing until August 2022.

Head of Traffic and Law Enforcement, Charlene 
Saaiman, has hosted a Policing Forum capacity-
building workshop and a Safety Plan capacity-building 
workshop with strategic stakeholders, including the 
Overberg District Municipality and Western Cape 
Government. These initiatives ensure that various 
vulnerable groups are not neglected and that law 
enforcement and safety challenges are constantly 
monitored and addressed. 

Swellendam Municipality has approved a R90 million 
investment in retail space, amongst other building 
applications, in the last quarter.  

Council has reviewed and revised more than twenty 
policies in the last quarter to ensure alignment with 
our vision and mission. Our capital budget will see 
Swellendam Municipality spending over R60 million 
on infrastructure in the new financial year. 

For Swellendam Municipality to succeed, we need 
to strengthen our partnership between Council, the 
administration, and the community. We need an 
active citizenry to overcome the legacy of the past, 
address the current challenges, and determine our 
future for generations to come.

“Active citizenship means getting involved in local 
communities and democracy at all levels, from towns 
to cities to nationwide activity. Active citizenship can 
be as small as a campaign to clean up your street or 
as big as educating young people about democratic 
values, skills development, and participation. Active 
citizenship is one of the most important steps toward 
healthy societies.”

The “I AM SWELLENDAM, I AM BARRYDALE, I AM 
SUURBRAAK AND BUFFELJAGSRIVIER, and I AM 
MALGAS, INFANTA and STORMSVLEI” campaign will 
be a movement designed to promote and motivate 
active and invested citizenry in all our towns and 
is premised on the fact that all of us have rights as 
residents, but along with these rights come various 
responsibilities.

Lastly, we are busy reviewing our tourism strategy 
and have had various engagements with our 
tourism stakeholders. The third Visitor’s Guide 
(Winter 2022) for the Swellendam municipal area 
has also been distributed.  

As the municipality, we continually strive to excel 

at service delivery. I wish everyone good health 

and as the greater community of Swellendam, let’s 

keep Working and Growing Together!

MESSAGE
FROM THE

MAYOR
FRANCOIS DU RAND
Executive Mayor



LIBRARY HOURS

MONDAY - THURSDAY
09:00 - 17:00

FRIDAY
09:00 - 16:00

ARCHBISHOP 
DESMOND TUTU LIBRARY

SATURDAY
09:00 - 12:00

MUNICIPAL MANAGER FAREWELL MESSAGE

Events

HOPS GRAVEL GRIND MTB AND GRAVEL RACE (14 & 15 MAY 2022)

ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU LIBRARY OPENING IN SWELLENDAM (27 MAY 2022)

Community Engagements

BUDGET COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MEETINGS

POLICING FORUM CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP

 

EMERGENCY NO

PIPE BURSTS, ROADS,
STORMWATER, SEWERAGE
Swellendam: 071 207 9213

Barrydale: 073 668 1025
Suurbraak: 063 634 2282

ELECTRICITY
Swellendam: 076 684 4386

Suurbraak: 063 643 3621
Barrydale: 078 380 2789

LAW ENFORCEMENT &
TRAFFIC SERVICES

079 501 3339 / 076 211 3358

GENERAL
Fire: 028 425 1690
Ambulance: 10177

Police: 028 514 8104 / 10111
SWD Hospital: 028 514 1140

SOCIAL SERVICES
Badisa: 028 514 1525
ACVV: 028 514 1320

SNAKE HANDLERS
MONTAGU & SURROUNDS
Gerrie Heyns: 063 556 6338

BUFFELJAGSRIVIER
Geoff Burgess: 072 441 9076

Should Gerrie or Geoff not be
available you can contact

Amy Mocke in Swellendam via
084 581 3526.

I am immensely grateful for the opportunity 

that Swellendam gave me to lead it over the 

last four years and eight months. 

I hope I have had a positive impact on the 

organisation, its people and its outcomes. While 

I am proud of the clean audits, the improved 

cash position, the improved sustainability, the 

increased grant allocations for Housing and 

Infrastructure and the general improvement in 

the institution, it is my hope that the towns and 

its people are also better off. This is not always so 

easy to verify. I want to thank everyone especially 

over the last three months as we tightened our 

belts to minimise expenditure and improve our 

net cash position. I want to thank the dedicated 

officials who come in each day to give of their 

best to make a difference and to deliver services. 

To our residents and businesses who interacted 

with me, many thanks for your inputs. As the end 

of June approaches, I take great comfort that 

the team that remains will ensure Swellendam 

Municipality continues to deliver to the best of its 

ability. As I make my way to Midvaal, I will recall 

fondly the many good memories and times I 

enjoyed while in Swellendam. I look forward to 

returning as a visitor in the not too distant future.

COVID-19: Please check our social media pages every Monday for weekly vaccination clinic updates. Statistics for the district are 

also posted fortnightly. 
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