PETITION REPORT: PETITION ABOUT POWELL SPORTS FIELD
Report by the Municipal Manager
BACKGROUND

In terms of section 152(1)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, Act 108 of 1996
(Constitution) the objects of local government are to provide democratic and accountable
government for local communities.

Section 152(1)(e) furthermore encourages the involvement of communities and community
organisations in matters of local government. Swellendam Municipality is committed to:

i promotfing a democratic, open, transparent, and participatory system of local
governance.

i developing a culture of community participation through the creation of mechanisms
that allow the “voice” of the community to be heard.

iii being responsive to communities by providing feedback to petitioners in respect of
petitions received.

A petfition was received from the Swellendam Ratepayers Associafion indicating residents’
objection against fraffic and by law transgressions pertaining the Powell Sportsfield. Although
the petition does not comply with the petition policy’'s requirements in that it does not have
the name, ID number, address, and signature of all petitioners, the petition is still processed in
order to encourage a parficipative culture amongst residents.

THE ISSUE RAISED

The petition raises concerns about fraffic and by law fransgressions originating from events at
the Powell Sports Field in Swellendam posing public nuisance to the neighbouring areas and
risk to road users.

FEEDBACK

The Senior Management Team consisting of the Director Community Services and the
Municipal Manager met with representatives of the Swellendam Rugby Club that are leasing
the premises. The concerns raised in the petition were shared with the representatives and
they agreed that they will do their utmost to enforce order during their activities and that they
will ensure that their events close at a reasonable hour. They requested a meeting with the
petition signatory representatives.

The Municipality agreed to improve law enforcement around the Powell Sports Field on event
days.

An interim feedback letter was sent to the petition representatives by the Municipal Manager
conveying the outcome of the meeting with the Rugby Club and theirrequest to meet. Several
meeting dates were set, but the representatives diaries did not align.

SPARC re-iterated that their concern is not about noise pollution, but the general lack of By-
Law enforcement after the events.

As no agreed date could be set between the parties, the Petition Committee consisting of the
Speaker and the Director: Community Services convened and the following outcomes were
agreed to:



(i)

(ii)

(ii)
(iv)

OUTCOME

All lessees at the Powell Sports Field will ensure that the main gate will be closed
within two hours of the last game or activity but no later than 21h00. The current
user hours of up to 22h00 is reduced to 21h00.

The Swellendam Rugby Club will specifically be responsible for the main gate’s
access control during rugby games and functions. No unauthorised entry should
be allowed.

All clubs will be responsible for ensuring discipline during their events and must
clearly display their rules on their leased premises.

No unauthorised liquor sales or use may be allowed in the areas under the clubs’
control. This must be enforced by the relevant club in the whole area that the club
leases.

The premises must be kept neat and tidy at all times and clubs must ensure
compliance to health and safety regulations.

Fencing must be maintained.

Swellendam Municipality will be undertaking law enforcement patrols in the area
during and / after games.

The Municipality will, depending on funding and available capacity, deploy a law
enforcement kiosk, during rugby events to assist the clubs.

Strict enforcement around liquor use will be done in terms of traffic legislation. This
should be clearly communicated to visitors and supporters.

The Municipality will facilitate a public participation process around the proposed
reducing of the speed limit to 40km/hour in Church- and Somerset Streets.

The above management arrangements were communicated to all clubs leasing areas at the
Powell Sports Grounds.

The petition representatives were informed accordingly.



